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Jaromir Honzak Releases a New Album, Recorded in Collaboration with the Prague
Radio Symphony Orchestra

“A small boy is sitting down and listening to a transistor
radio Hitachi; in the background, a rocket is flying across
the night sky.”

This fictive image has inspired the new album of the
double bassist and composer Jaromir Honzak who has his
secure place in the Animal Music catalogue. The new
album comprises a live recording of his suite in eight parts,
“The Blues of a String Hanging in the Wind,” performed
by the Prague Radio Symphony Orchestra and Honzdk’s
“all-stars” jazz quintet with its regular members David
Dortizka (guitar), Lubos$ Soukup (saxophone, clarinet), Vit
Kfistan (piano) and Martin Novak (drums, percussion).
The album was recorded in collaboration with the Czech

Jaromir Honzak

The Blues o / Badiq, as part of the New H.orizons conce?rt .ser.ies which
a String Hangin links jazz and symphonic music, and at the invitation of the
in the Wind /g‘ - series’ curator, pianist and composer Tomas Sykora. For

s the project, Honzak decided to return to his older piece

from 2008, entitled “The Blues of a String Hanging in the
Wind,” and expand it into an eight-movement suite, orchestrated by Tomas Sykora.

Jaromir Honzdk has a number of profile albums under his belt, many of which have been nominated or awarded
the prestigious Andél Award. He has collaborated with numerous colleagues and bands on stage and in the studio,
but with the present project he ventures into the realm of symphonic music for the first time in his career. This is
how he describes the composition’s gestation: “Never before was | tempted to work with such a large line-up; I've
always been more drawn to chamber music. So what | decided to do here was to try and retain the “chamber
mood” while working on a composition for a symphonic orchestra. My plan to take inspiration from similar works
and to start by studying some scores died a quick death, and my usual working process, based on intuition, quickly
set back in. The subsequent collaboration with Tomds was very effective and pleasant. Tomds is fantastic not only
as an incredibly skilled and fast orchestrator, but as an empathic and helpful colleague, too.”

Honzak provided titles for the individual parts of the suite which can help listeners grasp the music. The
atmosphere and the narrative character of the work is also enhanced by the images of the Japanese artist Kotone
Utsunomiya, which were created especially for the cover of this aloum. They are all inspired by the imaginary
scene that the composer described to Utsunomiya, using the following words: “A small boy is sitting down and
listening to a transistor radio Hitachi; in the background, a rocket is flying across the night sky.” The listeners, of
course, can let their own fancy carry them away. This ingenious album will provide them with plenty
opportunities.

The album is released on CD and digitally, on 26 July 2024, as part of the Animal Music 2024 edition, supported
by a grant from the City of Prague and the PPF Foundation.
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