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Vaclav Havelka releases a new album A Snake Crawling Up a Broken Ladder and a music video
y1angible”

Czech singer-song writer, producer and activist Vaclav
Havelka releases his new album, first under his own
name, together with a music video to the song
Tangible, featured on the album.

The album A Snake Crawling Up A Broken Ladder
represents Havelka’s first solo album, following

seventeen years as the frontman of the band Please
The Trees. It was created during a period of physical
pain an involuntary stasis and a gradual shift in the
relationship to one’s own body, time and existence as
such.

The album features 12 songs that were created using
original home recordings made during Havelka’s recovery, after he underwent several spinal
surgeries. Yet, despite its deeply personal character, the album is hardly a solo project. It is rather
based on principles of trust and openness. Early on in the process, Havelka approached a wide
range of collaborators among the artists of the global alternative scene with whom he met during
the more than twenty years of his career: Thor Harris (Water Damage, Thor and Friends, ex
Swans), Vojtéch Havel, Matt Swanson (ex Lambchop), Tony Crow (ex Lambchop a Silver Jews),
Rebecca Vera and Munly Jay Munly (Munly & The Lupercalians & The Denver Broncos U.K. a Slim
Cessna's Auto Club), James Toth (Wooden Wand, DUNZA), Ben Chasny (Six Organs Of
Admittance), Marisa Anderson, Ondfej Kratky, David Boulter (Tindersticks), Alois Zatloukal,
Tomas Niesner, kapela Dallas Acid, William Tyler (ex Lambchop a ex Silver Jews), Radwan Ghazi
Moumneh (Jerusalem In My Heart) and Dana Janssen (Dana Buoy, ex Akron/Family).

“Songs kept coming to me constantly; only their themes changed. The difference was that | had to
lie down while doing it, and often | couldn’t even breathe properly. Even just strumming and jot-
ting down ideas became a process in itself. In that strange ‘void,’ | realized that for the past
twenty years I’'ve been continuously collaborating with various people on diverse projects. While
that fulfills me, | hadn’t created anything entirely on my own in a long time. So naturally, the idea
of a solo album began to take shape, even though that, too, is ultimately the result of collabora-
tion with others—which is what pleases me the most,” says Vaclav Havelka.

The final sound was created by the co-producer and studio engineer Brandon Eggleston who
endowed the album with coherence, despite its rich texture and diverse details.

“Tangible” which is accompanied by a music video, is one of the most spiritually-attuned songs
on the album. The song develops slowly, at a hypnotic pace, creating an almost meditative sphere
where the boundary lines between dream, memory and physical reality are blurred. The soft


https://lnk.to/tangible
https://animalmusic.cz/en/album/vaclav-havelka-snake-crawling-broken-ladder
https://youtu.be/8rfoBmWU2nA?si=XDeOg-kgdWOu6TgN
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layers of the cello, Hammond, percussion and vocal tracks feel more like stream of consciousness
than a classical song structure.

The lyrics are based on the idea that the existence of things is not defined solely by whether we
can see, hear or touch them. Havelka creates an image of an entity on the border of the physical
and immaterial worlds; a person whose body may be “sometimes tangible”, but whose true
essence lies beyond ordinary sensory perception. The song introduces themes of transcendent
experience, consciousness, transience, and the relationship between matter and spiritual reality.

Vaclav Havelka considered the participation of Vojtéch Havel, with whom he had worked closely
and performed in recent years, to be particularly important:

“I have rarely felt so close to a man as | did to Vojta Havel — a closeness that surpassed the love of
music and reached a spiritual level. His cello playing was characterized by a deep, almost
meditative quality, subtlety and a specific kind of inner tension that | admire. Combined with his
wife Irena's viol playing, it was true magic. | am grateful that Vojta could be one of the guests on
my new solo album. When | invited Czech and foreign guests to collaborate on the project, |
wanted to create a space where these voices could meet on the same ground and an opportunity
for a dialogue between different experiences, aesthetics and life paths. Vojta helped create an
environment in which individual instruments and approaches do not try to become dominant, but
rather to listen and react to one another.”

Blurbs:
James Toth (Wooden Wand, DUNZA)

Vidclav wrote to me out of the blue, asking me, very kindly, if | would like to participate in his
album. Something in his email made me pay attention. | had a good feeling about the
invitation and I’'m glad | listened to my instinct. The music he sent eventually is exceptional:
warm, deep and very beautiful. | am grateful to have been invited to contribute in my small
way to this album. It’s a real gem!

David Grubbs (Gastr del Sol, The Red Krayola, Bastro, Squirrel Bait, Codeine and others)

Vaclav’s decision to use the original recordings from the period of recovery following his
surgeries has been exceptionally powerful and wise since they give the album a sense of
urgency. | also appreciate how clear the lyrics sound, making them easy to follow even on the
first listen, despite the arrangements being so rich and complex. The directness of the album’s
effect and the sense of purpose behind it make it truly exceptional.”

First concerts following the album release will take place in Brno on June 10 and in Prague on June

24, Other will follow during the summer, be it solo performances, concerts with guests or
appearances at festivals as well as some less traditional venues.


https://vodojemybrno.cz/vodojemyart/brno-zive-vaclav-havelka-session-56-sec/
https://atriumzizkov.cz/predstaveni/hudba/vaclav-havelka-hoste-krest-alba/vaclav-havelka-hoste-krest-alba-a-snake-crawling-up-a-broken-ladder/?_gl=1*baezd5*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTc5Nzk0NzE1MC4xNzc5OTg2ODcx*_ga_54EEZR8JJ5*czE3Nzk5ODY4NzEkbzEkZzEkdDE3Nzk5ODY4ODYkajQ1JGwwJGgw
https://atriumzizkov.cz/predstaveni/hudba/vaclav-havelka-hoste-krest-alba/vaclav-havelka-hoste-krest-alba-a-snake-crawling-up-a-broken-ladder/?_gl=1*baezd5*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTc5Nzk0NzE1MC4xNzc5OTg2ODcx*_ga_54EEZR8JJ5*czE3Nzk5ODY4NzEkbzEkZzEkdDE3Nzk5ODY4ODYkajQ1JGwwJGgw

ANIMAL\USIC

The album is being released on CD, LP and all digital platforms by Animal Music. The album’s
physical distribution in the USA will be provided by Primordial Void which will also release a limited
edition of audiotapes.

Another music video was released together with the first single Sky Feathers.

Vaclav Havelka is a singer, composer, music manager,
producer and activist. For more than twenty years, he has
been one of the most prominent figures on the Czech
independent music scene. Having dedicated himself to
singing, song writing, and playing the guitar since he was
twenty, he performed under the pseudonym selFbrush and,
since 2005, also as the frontman of the indie rock band
Please the Trees, whose production addresses
environmental issues and, through a long-term collaboration
with the senior association Elpida, the complexities of
intergenerational relations. The band has released five
albums to date, three of which were recorded in the USA and
two of which were chosen by Czech music critics as the best

albums of 2012 and 2015 respectively. Please the Trees have
performed as the support act on European tours of Mudhoney and Two Gallants, Thurston Moore
Group, Robert Plant, Steve Gunn, Kurt Vile, and The Smashing Pumpkins, and performed four
American tours of their own in 2010, 2011, 2014 and 2016 respectively. Havelka has composed
music for film and theatre and collaborated with the dance company 420People. Since 2021, he has
been involved in the interdisciplinary project Future Landscapes which uses sound to explore the
impact of humans on climate change. This collaboration has so far resulted in the documentary film
Neviditelné krajiny (Invisible Landscapes) and an album by the music band fyield. In 2023, the
Future Landscapes / fyield project toured in the USA, with fyield becoming the first band from the
Czech Republic to have performed in a live studio session on the KEXP radio in Seattle. In addition to
his own musical projects (Golden Spine, Sonic Herbalism) and a number of current and past
collaborations with artists, including Irena & Vojtéch Havel, Martin Tvrdy, The Ectasy of Saint
Theresa, and with his son Simon in the duo Sun&Dead, Havelka also works as a tour manager of
European concert tours, collaborates with a number of music festivals as a producer, and, last but
not least, serves as the music programming director at the MeetFactory arts centre in Prague.
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Press service: Natdlia Ostrouchova (Animal Music): natalie@animalmusic.cz
Vaclav Havelka: vaclavhavelka@gmail.com, tel.: +420 721 729 718
FB: https://www.facebook.com/vachavelkalll

IG: https://www.instagram.com/vac lavhavelka/
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